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Stanford, CA 94305
memorten(@stanford.edu

Academic Positions

Associate Professor, Department of Economics, Stanford University, 7/2021-
Senior Fellow, Stanford Institute for Economic Policy Research (SIEPR), 7/2021-

Affiliations:

Stanford Center for Latin American Studies, Faculty Affiliate
Stanford Urban Studies, Faculty Affiliate
Abdul Latif Jameel Poverty Action Lab (JPAL), Affiliate
Bureau for Research and Economic Analysis of Development (BREAD)
- Fellow
- Member of Executive Committee
National Bureau for Economic Research, Research Associate
International Growth Center (IGC), Affiliate
Center for Economic and Policy Research (CEPR), Affiliate
Stanford King Center on Global Development, Affiliate
Center for Effective Global Action (CEGA), Affiliate
Motu Economic and Public Policy Research, Affiliate

Professional service:

Coeditot, Journal of Urban Economics, 1/2024-

Board of Editors, Journal of Economic Literature, 1/2024-

Foreign Editor, Review of Economic Studies, 10/2023-

Faculty Advisory Board, Stanford Inpact Iabs, 9/2023-

Advisory Board, Stanford King Center on Global Development, 9/2023-

Executive Committee, Bureau for Research and Economic Analysis of Development (BREAD),
6/2023-

Board Member, Bureau for Research and Economic Analysis of Development (BREAD), 5/2022-
Editorial Board Membet, Journal of Urban Economics, 6/2022-12/2022

Associate Editot, Review of Econonics and Statistics, 2/2019-9 /2021

Education:

Ph.D., Economics (with distinction), Yale University, 2007-2013
Thesis: “Temporary Migration and Endogenous Risk Sharing in Village India”


mailto:melanie.morten@minneapolisfed.org

Committee: Mark Rosenzweig, Aleh Tsyvinski, Chris Udry

B.Com., (hons), The University of Auckland, 2005

Previous employment:

Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, Stanford University, 7/2014-7/2021

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, UC Betkeley, 1/2019-6/2019

Visiting Assistant Professor, Department of Economics, MIT, 7/2018-12/2018

Junior Scholar, Research Department, Federal Reserve Bank of Minneapolis, 6/2013-6/2014
Consultant for Macroeconomics (Katlan/Morduch) textbook, McGraw Hill, 1/2011-6/2011

Research Assistant, World Bank Development Economics Research Group, 6/2009-8/2009

Research Assistant, Motu Economic Research and Public Policy, Wellington, New Zealand, 2/2006-
7/2007

Publications in peer-reviewed journals (reverse chronological order):

1. Morten, M. & Oliveira, J. (2024). The Effects of Roads on Trade and Migration: Fvidence from a
Planned Capital Citv. AEJ: Applied, 16(2): 389-421

2. Bryan, G., Chowdhury, S., Mobarak, A.M., & Morten, M (2023). Encouragement and distortionary
effects of conditional cash transfers. Journal of Public Economics, 228, 105004

3. Mobarak, A. M., Meghir, C., Mommaerts, C., & Morten, M (2022). Migration and Informal Insurance.
The Review of Economic Studies, 89(1), 452480

4. Balboni, C., Bryan, G., Morten, M., & Siddiqi, B. (2021). Could Gentrification Stop the Poor from
Benefiting from Urban Improvements? Awmerican Economic Review: Papers and Proceedings, 11, 532-537

5. Bryan, G. & Morten, M. (2019) The Aggregate Productivity Effects of Internal Migration: Evidence
from Indonesia. Journal of Political Economy, 127(5): 2229-2268.

6. Morten, M (2019), Temporary Migration and Endogenous Risk Sharing in Village India. Journal of
Political Economy, 127(1): 1-46. (Lead article)

7. Karlan, D., Morten, M. & Zinman, J. (2016). A Personal Touch in Text Messaging can Improve
Microloan Repayment. Bebavioral Science and Policy, 1(2), 25-31.

8. Bollard, A., McKenzie, D., Morten, & M., Rapoport, H. (2011). Remittances and the Brain Drain
Revisited: The Microdata Show That More Educated Migrants Remit More. World Bank Economic
Review, 25(1), 132-156.

9. Bollard, A., McKenzie, D., & Morten, M. (2010). The Remitting Patterns of African Migrants in the
OECD. Journal of African Economics, 19(5), 605-634.

Other publications

1. Bryan, G, Frye, K., and Morten, M. (2025). Spatial economics for low- and middle-income countries.

Handbook of Regional and Urban Economics. Vol. 6: 653-714. Dave Donaldson and Stephen
Redding, editors. Elsevier.

Working papers (reverse chronological order):


https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20180487
https://www.aeaweb.org/articles?id=10.1257/app.20180487
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S004727272300186X?dgcid=author
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S004727272300186X?dgcid=author
http://stanford.edu/~memorten/ewExternalFiles/MMMM_Bangladesh.pdf
http://stanford.edu/~memorten/ewExternalFiles/CCMS_PP.pdf
http://stanford.edu/~memorten/ewExternalFiles/CCMS_PP.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~memorten/ewExternalFiles/Bryan_Morten_Indonesia.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~memorten/ewExternalFiles/Bryan_Morten_Indonesia.pdf
https://web.stanford.edu/~memorten/ewExternalFiles/Morten_IndiaMig.pdf
https://behavioralpolicy.org/articles/a-personal-touch-in-text-messaging-can-improve-microloan-repayment/
https://behavioralpolicy.org/articles/a-personal-touch-in-text-messaging-can-improve-microloan-repayment/
https://academic.oup.com/wber/article-abstract/25/1/132/1677391/Remittances-and-the-Brain-Drain-Revisited-The?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/wber/article-abstract/25/1/132/1677391/Remittances-and-the-Brain-Drain-Revisited-The?redirectedFrom=fulltext
https://academic.oup.com/jae/article-abstract/19/5/605/729086
https://academic.oup.com/jae/article-abstract/19/5/605/729086
https://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S1574008025000045/pdfft?md5=02341c81af5c9fa7e9a2cd91c6a64fc5&pid=1-s2.0-S1574008025000045-main.pdf

1. Balboni, C., Bryan, G., Morten, M., O’Connor, C. & Siddiqi, B. (2025). Impacts of Infrastructure:
People versus Place.

2. Allen, T., Dobbin, C., & Morten, M. (2024). Border Walls. NBER Working Paper 25267.

3. Chandrasekhar, A., Morten, M., & Peter, A. (2020). Network-based Hiring: L.ocal Benefits; Global
Costs. NBER Working Paper 26806

Work in progress:

1. Maré, Dave, Morten, M, & Sanderson, L. “The economic impacts of labor shortages: Evidence from
seasonal migration in NZ”

2. Magaloni, B. & Morten, M. “Immigration Law as Development Policy: Mexican Guestworkers and
the H-2A Visa Program”

Fellowships, honors and awards:

Stanford Impact Labs Impact Lab Design Fellowship, 2021
Sloan Research Fellowship, 2019-2021

JEEA Excellence in Refereeing Award, 2018

National Science Foundation CAREER Award, 2018-2023
Stanford IRiSS Faculty Fellow, 2017-2018

Yvette Gutley Research Scholar, Stanford, 2016

Review of Economic Studies, May Meetings Speaker, 2013

Public and Departmental Service:

Stanford Director of Graduate Studies: 2022-

Stanford Placement Co-Director: 2021

Stanford Graduate Admissions Committee: 2015—2016
Stanford Undergraduate Policy Committee: 2019—2021

Scientific Committee, BSE Development 2024

Program Committee, Econometric Society Meetings, 2023

Program Committee, Asia Meeting of the Econometric Society (AMES), 2023
Mentor, Research in Color Foundation: 2022

Co-organizer BREAD/IGC Virtual PhD course, Migration module: 2022
Scientific Committee, Migration and Development Conference, 2018—current
Program Committee, Society for Economic Dynamics Conference: 2015—2018

Referee Service:

American Economic Journal: Applied Economics, American Economic Review, Economic
Development and Cultural Change, Econometrica, Economic Journal, Innovations for Poverty Action
Research Review Committee, Journal of Development Economics, Journal of the European Economic
Association, Journal of Human Capital, Journal of Human Resources, Journal of Economic Geography,
Journal of Political Economy, Journal of Urban Economics, Quarterly Journal of Economics, Regional


http://stanford.edu/~memorten/ewExternalFiles/CCMS_TZ.pdf
http://stanford.edu/~memorten/ewExternalFiles/CCMS_TZ.pdf
https://www.dropbox.com/s/f5algdo6vo04kef/ADM%20-%20Border%20Walls%20%28complete%20paper%29.pdf?
http://stanford.edu/~memorten/ewExternalFiles/maa_theory.pdf
http://stanford.edu/~memorten/ewExternalFiles/maa_theory.pdf

Science, Review of Economic Dynamics, Review of Economics and Statistics, Review of Economic
Studies, Science, Scandinavian Journal of Economics, Wotld Bank Economic Review.

Ad-hoc reviewer for Innovations for Poverty Action, the National Science Foundation, and the European
Research Commission.

PhD students:
(Secondary committee member, unless otherwise noted. Initial placement noted.)

Eva Lestant, expected 2027

Alvar6 Calderon, expected 2026

Florencia Hnilo, expected 2026

Akhila Kovvuri, expected 2026 (co-primary advisor)
Anirudh Sankar, expected 2026

Shifrah Aron-Dine, 2025 (Berkeley ARE)

Caylee O’Connor, 2025 (Burning Glass Institute)
Renan Yoshida, 2025 (Attentive)

Mark Walsh, 2024 (GiveWell)

Sally Zhang, 2023 (Princeton postdoc)

Caué Dobbin, 2022 (Georgetown)

Eduardo Muggenberg, 2021 (Facebook)

Diego Javier Hernandez, 2021 (Federal Reserve)
Yiming He, 2021 (Uber)

Alessandra Peter, 2019, (NYU)

Thomas Ginn, 2019, (Center for Global Development)
Travis Baseler, 2019, (Rochester)

Katy Bergstrom, 2019, (World Bank)

Kevin (Hoan) Nguyen, 2017, (Amazon)

Santiago Perez, 2017, (UC Davis)

Santiago Saavedra, 2017, (Universidad del Rosario)
Michela Giorcelli, 2016, (UCLA)

Courses taught:
Graduate development economics (2014—2025)

Undergraduate development economics (2020—2022)
Introductory economics (2014—2016)

Updated: 9/24/2025



