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DATA CCOLLECTI ON DESCRI PTI ON

ABC News/ The Washi ngt on Post
ABC NEWS/ WASHI NGTON POST SI X MONTHS AFTER SEPTEMBER 11TH POLL
MARCH 2002 (| CPSR 3431)

SUMMVARY: This special topic poll was undertaken to assess public
opinion on United States military and political action regarding
terrorismand terrorist threats six nonths after Septenber 11

2001. Respondents were asked to give their opinions of President
George W Bush and his handling of the presidency and the canpaign
against terrorism Views were also elicited on the nmlitary action
in Afghani stan, the |ikelihood and necessity of capturing Al Qaeda
| eader GCsama bin Laden, foreign diplomacy, the possibility of
broader anti-terrorist mlitary action, and the effects of
Septenmber 11th. A series of questions asked whether those queried
supported military action in Afghanistan, whether they thought the
mlitary action was going well, whether the canpai gn woul d becone
nore or less difficult, whether United States invol vement woul d at
sone poi nt beconme conparable to its involvenent in the Vietnam War,
and whether the United States was doing enough to avoid United
States military casualties. In regards to bin Laden and the Al

Qaeda network, respondents were asked how confident they were that
bin Laden would be captured or killed, whether the success of the
war on terrorismdepended on bin Laden's being captured or Kkilled,
how effectively the United States had linmted bin Laden's ability
to mintain the Al Qaeda network, whether |arge nunbers of United

States mlitary casualties should be risked to capture or kill bin
Laden, and whether the United States should focus specifically on
capturing/killing bin Laden, neutralizing the Al Qaeda network

neither of the two, or both actions. Another series of questions
f ocused on United States diplomatic relationships and the
possibility of expanding the current mlitary canpaign to other

countries. Respondents were asked if the United States was
effectively wnning support from its allies in the war on
terrorism if the United States was effectively w nning support
fromMislinms in general in the war against terrorism if Anmerican

troops should be sent to countries such as the Philippines and
Yenen, and if Anerican military action should be taken against Iraq
in order to depose Saddam Hussein. |If respondents supported action
against lrag to remove Saddam Hussein, they were asked whether
allied opposition to such action would affect their support. Wth
respect to future terrorist attacks, respondents were queried as to
how nuch confidence they had in the United States governnent to
prevent such attacks, how concerned they were about nore terrorist
attacks, and whether the United States was doing all it could to
prevent terrorism The final section focused on changes brought



about by the events of September 11th and included questions on
whet her respondents felt those events had changed the United States
in a lasting way, and if so whether this change was for the better
or worse, whether respondents' personal |ives had been changed, and
if so whether their day-to-day |lives or their feelings about things
were nore promnently affected. The |ast question asked about the
respondent's pride in being an Anmerican. Background information on
respondents includes age, gender, political party, education,
Hi spani c origin, whether they were currently displaying an Anerican
flag in their hones or on their cars, and if so, whether they began
doing so after Septenber 11, 2002, or had al ready been displ aying
the flag beforehand.

SAMPLI NG. Househol ds were selected by randomdigit dialing. Wthin
househol ds, the respondent selected was the adult living in the
househol d who | ast had a birthday and who was at honme at the tine
of interview.

UNI VERSE: Persons aged 18 and over |living in households wth
t el ephones in the contiguous 48 United States.

NOTE: (1) The data are provided as an SPSS portable file. (2)
Addi tional information about sanpling, interview ng, weighting, and
sanpling error may be found in the codebook. (3) This collection
has not been processed by ICPSR staff. ICPSR is distributing the
data and docunentation for this collection in essentially the sane
form in which they were received. Wen appropriate, docunentation
has been converted to Portable Docunment Format (PDF), data files
have been converted to non- platformspecific formats, and
vari abl es have been recoded to ensure respondents' anonymty. (4)
The codebook is provided by ICPSR as a Portable Docunent Format
(PDF) file. The PDF file format was developed by Adobe Systens
I ncorporated and can be accessed using PDF reader software, such as
t he Adobe Acrobat Reader. Information on howto obtain a copy of
t he Acrobat Reader is provided on the | CPSR Wb site.

RESTRI CTI ONS: This data collection may not be used for any purpose
other than statistical reporting and anal ysis. Use of these data to
learn the identity of any person or establishnment is prohibited.

EXTENT OF COLLECTION: 1 data file + machi ne-readabl e docunentation
( PDF)

EXTENT OF PROCESSI NG REFORM DOC/ REFORM DATA
DATA FORMAT: SPSS portable file

Cases: 1,008
Vari abl es: 50



United States Census Division Codes [ CENSDI V]

1 NEW ENGLAND

Connecti cut New Hanpshire
Mai ne Rhode 1 sl and
Massachusetts Ver nont

2 M DDLE ATLANTIC
New Jer sey
New Yor k
Pennsyl vani a

3 EAST NORTH CENTRAL

Illinois Chio
I ndi ana W sconsin
M chi gan

4 \\EST NORTH CENTRAL
| owa Nebr aska
Kansas Nort h Dakot a
M nnesot a Sout h Dakot a
M ssouri

5 SOUTH ATLANTI C

Del awar e North Carolina
District of Colunbia South Carolina
Fl ori da Virginia
CGeorgi a West Virginia
Mar yl and

6 EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Al abama M ssi ssi ppi
Kent ucky Tennessee

7 WEST SCUTH CENTRAL

Ar kansas Ckl ahoma
Loui si ana Texas

8 MOUNTAI N
Ari zona Nevada
Col or ado New Mexi co
| daho Ut ah
Mont ana Wom ng

9 PACIFIC
Al aska O egon
California Washi ngt on

Hawai i



United States Census Regi on Codes [ REG ON]|

EAST

Connecti cut
Del awar e
District of Colunbia
Mai ne
Mar yl and
Massachusetts
New Hanpshire
New Jer sey
New Yor k
Pennsyl vani a
Rhode 1 sl and
Ver nont

SCQUTH

Al abama

Ar kansas

Fl ori da
Georgi a

Kent ucky

Lousi ana

M ssi ssi ppi
North Carolina
Ckl ahoma

Sout h Carolina
Tennessee
Texas

Virginia

West Virginia

M DWEST

Il1inois

| ndi ana

| owa

Kansas

M chi gan

M nnesot a

M ssouri

Nebr aska
Nort h Dakot a
Chio

Sout h Dakot a
W sconsi n

VEST

Al aska

Ari zona
California
Col or ado
Hawai

| daho

Mont ana
Nevada
New Mexi co
Oregon

Ut ah
Washi ngt on

Wom ng



ABC News Polling M ethodology

By Daniel M. Merkle
Assistant Director of Polling, ABC News

ABC News polls of the general population are conducted by telephone among a random national
sample of adults age 18 and over. Sampling and data collection, for most of these polls, are
conducted by TNS Intersearch of Horsham, Pennsylvania. TNS| and its predecessor, Chilton
Research Services, have been ABC News' primary field work provider since 1979. ABC News
closely oversees TNS sampling and field work procedures.

Sampling

A sample of households in the continental United Statesis selected viarandom digit dialing
(RDD) procedures, to insure that al possible listed and unlisted phone numbers are included with
equal probability of selection. RDD samples are produced using the Genesys Sampling System
from a sampling frame that includes all active telephone area codes and exchanges.

Before sampling, exchanges are stratified into nine regions as defined by the U.S. Census
Bureau: New England, Middle Atlantic, East North Central, West North Central, South Atlantic,
East South Central, West South Central, Mountain, Pacific. Counties within each region are then
classified as metropolitan or non-metropolitan, using definitions established by the U.S. Office of
Management and Budget. Within each of the resulting 18 strata, exchanges are grouped by state
and then sorted by median county income as reported by the Census. These steps help ensure
representati veness.

Sampling then occurs in three stages. First, a systematic random sample of telephone exchanges
is selected within each stratum, by taking every nth exchange.

Next, telephone banks (the first two digits of the four-digit suffix) with more than one residential
listing assigned in white pages directories are classified as working banks. A sample of four-digit
suffixes is randomly selected from among working banks in each exchange, resulting in a self-
weighting sample of households. This sample is checked against a database of known business
telephone numbers to reduce business listings in the sample. The sampled phone numbers are
pre-dialed via a non-ringing auto-dialer to reduce dialing of non-working numbers.

The third stage of sampling is respondent selection within the household, accomplished by last-
birthday selection. Interviewers ask to speak to the household member age 18 or over at home
who’ s had the last birthday. To compensate for the fact that women tend to be easier to reach, in-
house selection is stratified by sex, with interviewers asking to speak with the male household
member 75 percent of the time and the female 25 percent of the time. If a person of the selected
sex is unavailable, the interviewer asks to speak with the person of the other sex who had the last
birthday.



| nterviewing
Phone numbers are released for interviewing in replicates by region to allow for sample control.

In multi-night polls, numbers are called multiple times during the field period. Interviews are
conducted via computer-assisted telephone interviewing (CATI). The professional interviewers
employed by TNSI, and their supervisors, are extensively trained in interviewing practices,
including techniques designed to achieve the highest possible respondent cooperation.

Weighting

Final data are weighted using demographic information from the Census to adjust for sampling
and nonsampling deviations from popul ation values. Respondents customarily are classified into
one of 48 cells based on age, race, sex and education. Weights are assigned so the proportion in
each of these 48 cells matches the actual population proportion according to the Census Bureau's
most recent Current Population Survey.

Sampling Error

Poll results may deviate from full population values because a sample, not a census, is
interviewed. Sampling error can be calculated when probability sampling methods, such as those
described here, are employed. The standard formulato calculate sampling error at the 95 percent
confidence level is. (SQRT(.25/sample size))* 1.96. There can be other sources of differencesin
polls, such as the wording and order of questions.




TNS | NTERSEARCH #DL- 19177
Hor sham PA March 7, 2002
FI NAL
(877—SI X MONTHS LATER)

| NTRODUCTI ON: Hello, I'mcalling on behalf of ABC News. W' re conducting a
publ i c opinion survey about sone current events.

| F RELUCTANT RESPONDENT USE ANY OR ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

We're not selling anything; we're just interested in your opinions.

It’s for a news poll that will be reported on ABC.

We need opi nions of average Anericans and it will only take a few m nutes of
your tine.

| F RESPONDENT ASKS “WHO ARE YQU,” “WHERE ARE YOU CALLING FROM': My nane’s
_and | work for TNS Intersearch, which conducts these polls for ABC

Qur research experts have randomy sel ected the person in your household that |
shoul d speak to, so that all types of people will be represented in our survey.
Thi nking of all the (male/fermale) adults age 18 or over who live in your
household and are at hone right now, may | please speak to the one who | ast had
a birthday? (IF NO MALE/ FEMALE I N THE HOUSEHOLD, ASK: Then may | pl ease speak
to the (fenmal e/ nale) who |ast had a birthday?)

1. Do you approve or disapprove of the way George W Bush is handling his job
as president?

I NTERVI EMER NOTE: Get answer and then ask: Do you approve/di sapprove STRONGLY
or SOVEWHAT?

Approve STRONGLY
Approve SOVEWHAT

Di sapprove STRONGLY
Di sapprove SOVEWHAT
DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

O©oohrWNER

2. Do you approve or disapprove of the way Bush is handling the U S. canpaign
agai nst terrorisn?

I NTERVI EMER NOTE: Get answer and then ask: Do you approve/di sapprove STRONGLY
or SOVEWHAT?

Approve STRONGLY
Approve SOVEWHAT

Di sapprove STRONGLY
Di sapprove SOVEWHAT
DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

O©oohrWNER

w

Do you think the U S. canpaign against terrorismis going very well, fairly
well, not too well or not well at all?

Very wel |
Fairly well
Not too well
Not well at all
DK/ No Opi ni on
NA/ Ref used

O©oohrWNER



4. Do you support or oppose the U S. military action in Afghanistan?
I NTERVI EMER NOTE: Get answer and then ask:
Do you support/oppose this STRONGLY or SOVEWHAT?

Support STRONGLY
Support SOVEWHAT
Oppose STRONGLY
Oppose SOVEWHAT
DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

O©oohrWNER

5. Do you think the U S. mlitary action in Afghanistan is going very well,
fairly well, not too well or not well at all?

Very wel |
Fairly well

Not too well
Not well at all
DK/ No opi ni on
NA/ Ref used

OO~ WNER

*** ROTATE | TEMS | N PARENTHESES* * *

6. Interns of US mlitary action in Afghanistan, do you think the nost
difficult part is (over), or do you think the nost difficult part is (yet to
cone) ?

OVER

Most difficult part IS
S YET TO COVE

1
2 Most difficult part
8 DK/ No Opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

7. Do you think the United States is heading for the sane kind of involvenent
in Afghanistan as it had in the Vietnamwar, or do you think the United States
will avoid that kind of involvenent this tinme?

1 Anot her Vi etnam
2 WIIl avoid that
8 DK/ No Opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

8. Do you think the United States is doing all it reasonably can do to try to
avoid U S. nmilitary casualties in Afghanistan, or do you think the United
States should be doing nore to avoid U S. mlitary casualties?

1 US doing all it can to avoid casualties

2 U S. should be doing nore to avoid casualties
8 DK/ No Qpi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

9. How confident are you that the United States will capture or kill Gsama Bin
Laden: are you very confident, somewhat confident, not too confident or not at
all confident?

Very confi dent

Sonewhat confi dent

Not too confident

Not at all confident
(VOAL) He is dead al ready
DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

O©COOUThhWNPE



*** ROTATE | TEMS | N PARENTHESES* * *

10. Do you think (the United States has to capture or kill OCsama bin Laden for
the war on terrorismto be a success), or do you think (the war on terrorism
can be a success w thout Osama bin Laden being killed or captured)?

1 US MJST capture/kill Osama bin Laden

2 War can be a success without capturing/killing bin Laden
8 DK/ No Opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

11. How effective do you think the United States has been in terns of liniting
Csama bin Laden’s ability to maintain the Al Qaeda terrorist network - very
effective, somewhat effective, not too effective or not effective at all?

1 Very effective

2 Sonewhat effective
3 Not too effective
Not effective at all
8 DK/ No Opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

N

12. Do you think it's worth risking a large nunber of U S nilitary casualties
in order to capture or kill Osana bin Laden, or not?

1 Yes, worth risk

2 No, not worth risk
8 DK/ No opi nion

9 NA/ Refused

*** ROTATE | TEMS | N PARENTHESES* * *
13. What do you think should be a bigger focus of the canpai gn agai nst

terrorism- (trying to capture or kill Osanmm bin Laden specifically), or
(trying to capture or kill nenmbers of the Al Qaeda network in general)?
1 Capture/kill Osama bin Laden

2 Capture/kill menbers of Al Qaeda network

3 (VOL) Both

4 (VOL) Neither

8 DK/ No opi nion

9 NA/ Refused

14. Do you think the United States IS or IS NOT doi ng enough to win the support
of its allies in the canpaign against terrorisn®?

1 Yes, 1S doing enough

2 No, IS NOT doi ng enough
8 DK/ No Qpi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

15. Inits anti-terrorismcanpaign, do you think the United States IS or IS NOT
doi ng enough to win the support of Mislim people around the world?

1 Yes, 1S doing enough

2 No, IS NOT doi ng enough
8 DK/ No Qpi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used



16. Do you support or oppose sending U.S. troops to try to help capture
terrorists in other countries, such as the Phillipines and Yermen?

1 Support

2 Oppose

8 DK/ No opi nion
9 NA/ Refused

17. Wuld you favor or oppose having U S. forces take nilitary action agai nst
Iraq to force Saddam Hussein from power?

1 Favor

2 Oppose

8 DK/ No opi nion
9 NA/ Refused

***ASK | F FAVOR AT QL7***
18. What if U S. allies opposed such mlitary action - in that case would you
favor or oppose having U.S. forces take nmilitary action against Iraq?

1 Favor

2 Oppose

8 DK/ No opi nion
9 NA/ Refused

19. How much confidence do you have in the ability of the U S. government to
prevent further terrorist attacks against Americans in this country: a
great deal, a good anount, only a fair anmount or none at all?

1 Geat deal
2 Good anpunt
3 Fair anount

4 None at all

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

20. How concerned are you about the possibility there will be nore nmjor
terrorist attacks in the United States - is that sonething that worries you a

great deal, somewhat, not too much or not at all?

1 Geat deal

2 Sonmewhat

3 Not too nuch
Not at all

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used

N

21. Do you think the United States is doing all it reasonably can do to try to
prevent further terrorist attacks, or do you think it should do nore?

1 Doing all it can
2 Should do nore
8 DK/ No Qpi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

22. On another subject, do you think the events of Septenber 11'" have changed
this country in a lasting way, or not?

Yes

1

2 No

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used



***| F CHANGED* * *
23. Is it a change for the better or a change for the worse?

1 Better

2 Wrse

8 DK/ No Opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

24. How about your own personal |ife - have the events of Septenber 11'" changed
your own personal life in a lasting way, or not?

1 Yes

2 No

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

**%| E CHANGED* * *

*** ROTATE | TEMS | N PARENTHESES* * *

25. Have they mminly changed the way you (live your day-to-day life), or mainly
changed the way you (feel about things)?

1 Way you live day-to-day life
2 Wy you feel about things

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used

***| F CHANGED* * *
26. Is it a change for the better or a change for the worse?

1 Better

2 Worse

8 DK/ No Qpi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used

27. How proud are you to be an American - extrenely proud, very proud,
noderately proud, only a little proud, or not at all proud?

Extrenely proud
Very proud

Moder atel y proud
Only alittle proud
Not at all proud
DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

O©CoOoUTh,WNPE

Now just a few nmore questions to help classify your answers:

*** ROTATE ORDER OF CODES 1 and 2***
901. Cenerally speaking, do you usually think of yourself as: (READ LI ST)

1 A Denocr at

2 A Republican

3 An | ndependent

4 O what?

(DO NOT READ BELOW
8 DK/ No opi ni on

9 NA/ Ref used



909.

OCOOOUITAhWNPE

***|F Q909 = 5, GRADUATED COLLEGE***

8th grade or |ess
Sone hi gh school
Graduat ed hi gh school

What was the |last grade of school

Sone col |l ege (ASK | F TECHNI CAL SCHOOL;

Graduat ed Col | ege
Post - gr aduat e

DK/ No opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

909a. WAs that an associate's degree,

O©o0OWN -

Associ at es degree
Bachel ors degree
O her

DK/ No opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

910. What is your age?

918.

Are you of Hispanic origin or

you conpl et ed?

I F YES, PUNCH CODE 3, FOR HI GH SCHOCOL)

a bachel or's degree, or what?

backgr ound?

(IF "YES," ASK:) Are you Wiite Hi spanic or Black Hi spanic?

(IF "NO " ASK:) Are you white,

1
2
3
4
5
6
8
9

Wiite

Bl ack

Wi te Hispanic

Bl ack Hi spanic

Hi spanic (no race given)
Q her race

DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

bl ack,

or

sone ot her race?

28. Are you displaying an Anerican flag on a daily basis these days - either at

your hone, on your car or anywhere el se -

1
2
8
9

<

es

No
DK/ No opi ni on
NA/ Ref used

***|F YES TO Q28***
29. Did you start displaying the flag on a daily basis after Septenber 11'" or

were you doing it before then?

1 Started AFTER Septenber 11'"
2 Was di spl ayi ng BEFORE Sept enmber

8
9

DK/ No opi ni on
NA/ Ref used

1lt|’1

or not?

*** ASK ONE OUT OF EVERY FI VE RESPONDENTS***
920.1 May a reporter from ABC NEWS or THE WASHI NGTON POST call you to talk
about sone of the things we've been di scussing?

1
2
8
9

Yes

No
DK/ No opi ni on
NA/ Ref used



920.2 May | please have your first nane, so the reporter will know who to ask
for:

921. RECORD GENDER
1 Mal e
2 Femal e

***END***
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