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DATA CCOLLECTI ON DESCRI PTI ON

ABC News/ The Washi ngt on Post
ABC NEWS/ WASHI NGTON POST TERRORI ST ATTACK POLL #1, SEPTEMBER
2001 (I CPSR 3289)

SUMMARY: This special topic poll, conducted Septenber 11, 2001, was
undertaken to assess respondents' reactions to and feelings about
the terrorist attacks that destroyed the World Trade Center towers
in New York City, damaged the Pentagon in Washington, DC, and
resulted in a plane crash in Pennsylvania, earlier that day.
Respondents were asked whet her they believed that the United States
government did all it reasonably could do to try to prevent the
attacks, whether they were confident in the ability of the United
States governnent to prevent further terrorist attacks against
America, and whether they were concerned that sonmeone they knew or
their comunity mght be a victim of future acts of terrorism
Assuming that the United States is able to identify the groups
and/ or nations responsible for the attacks, those queried were
asked whet her they would support taking mlitary action in
response, whether they would support such action if it nmeant war,
and whether nmilitary action should be taken against countries that
assi st or shelter known terrorists. The poll gauged respondents’
| evel of confidence in the ability of the United States governnment
to find and punish those responsible and assessed whet her
respondents were willing to give up sone liberties to crack down on
terrorism In addition, those surveyed were asked whether they did
any of the following on that day: contacted famly and friends,
stayed hone or left work early, watched or listened to broadcast
news, prayed for the victims and their famlies, and/or changed
their daily routines. Background information on respondent s
i ncl udes age, gender, enmployment status, Hi spanic origin, and size
of community in which they resided.

NOTE: (1) The data are provided as an SPSS portable file. (2) This
collection has not been processed by ICPSR staff. [ICPSR is
distributing the data and documentation for this collection in
essentially the sane form in which they were received. Wen
appropriate, docunentation has been converted to Portable Docunent
Format (PDF), data files have been converted to non-platform
specific formats, and variables have been recoded to ensure
respondents' anonynmity. (3) The codebook is provided by |ICPSR as a
Port abl e Docunent Format (PDF) file. The PDF file format was
devel oped by Adobe Systens |ncorporated and can be accessed using
PDF reader software, such as the Adobe Acrobat Reader. Information
on how to obtain a copy of the Acrobat Reader is provided on the
| CPSR Wb site.



EXTENT OF COLLECTION: 1 data file + machi ne-readabl e docunentation
( PDF)

EXTENT OF PROCESSI NG REFORM DOC

Cases: 608
Vari abl es: 34



United States Census Regi on Codes

1 NEW ENGLAND

Connecti cut New Hanpshire
Mai ne Rhode 1 sl and
Massachusetts Ver nont

2 M DDLE ATLANTIC
New Jer sey
New Yor k
Pennsyl vani a

3 EAST NORTH CENTRAL

Illinois Chio
I ndi ana W sconsin
M chi gan

4 \\EST NORTH CENTRAL
| owa Nebr aska
Kansas Nort h Dakot a
M nnesot a Sout h Dakot a
M ssouri

5 SOUTH ATLANTI C

Del awar e North Carolina
Di strict of Colunbia Sout h Carolina
Fl orida Virginia
CGeorgi a West Virginia
Mar yl and

6 EAST SOUTH CENTRAL
Al abanma M ssi ssi ppi
Kent ucky Tennessee

7 WEST SCUTH CENTRAL

Ar kansas Ckl ahoma
Loui si ana Texas

8 MOUNTAI N
Ari zona Nevada
Col or ado New Mexi co
| daho Ut ah
Mont ana Wom ng

9 PACIFIC
Al aska O egon
California Washi ngt on

Hawai i






TNS | NTERSEARCH #DL- 17801
Hor sham PA Sept enber 11, 2001
FI NAL
(TERRORI ST POLL 1)

I NTRODUCTI ON: Hello, I'mcalling on behalf of ABC News. W' re conducting a
public opinion survey about today's terrorist attacks.

| F RELUCTANT RESPONDENT USE ANY OR ALL OF THE FOLLOW NG

We're not selling anything; we're just interested in your opinions.

It’s for a news poll that will be reported on ABC

We need opi nions of average Anericans and it will only take a few m nutes of
your tine.

| F RESPONDENT ASKS “WHO ARE YOQU,” “WHERE ARE YOU CALLING FROM': My nane’s
_and | work for TNS Intersearch, which conducts these polls for ABC

Qur research experts have randomy sel ected the person in your household that |
shoul d speak to, so that all types of people will be represented in our survey.
Thi nking of all the (male/fermale) adults age 18 or over who live in your
household and are at hone right now, may | please speak to the one who | ast had
a birthday? (IF NO MALE/ FEMALE I N THE HOUSEHOLD, ASK: Then may | pl ease speak
to the (fenmal e/ nale) who |ast had a birthday?)

As you have probably heard, apparent terrorist attacks today destroyed
the World Trade Towers in New York City, danaged the Pentagon in

Washi ngton D.C. and caused a pl ane crash in Pennsylvania. Apparently
these attacks were carried out by terrorists who hijacked comercia

ai rpl anes.

1. Do you think the United States governnent did all it reasonably
could do to try to prevent these attacks, or do you think it could have
done nore?

1 USdidall it could do
2 US coul d have done nore
8 DK/ No Opi ni on

9 NA/ Refused

2. How nuch confidence do you have in the ability of the U S.
government to prevent further terrorist attacks against Americans in
this country: a great deal, a good anount, only a fair ampount or none
at all?

Great deal
Good anount
Fai r anmpunt
None at all
DK/ No Opi ni on
NA/ Ref used

O©oorLrwWNPER

3. How concerned are you about the possibility there will be nore major
terrorist attacks in this country - is that something that worries you
a great deal, sonmewhat, not too much, or not at all?

Great deal
Sonmewhat

Not too nuch
Not at all

DK/ No Opi ni on
NA/ Ref used

O©ooorLr,wWNPER



4. Are you personally worried that you or a close relative or friend
m ght be the victimof a further terrorist attack in this country, or
is that sonething you' re not especially worried about?

1 Wrried

2 Not worried

8 DK/ No Opi ni on
9 NA/ Refused

5. How concerned are you about the possibility there will be a major
terrorist attack in your own comunity where you live - is that

somet hing that worries you a great deal, sonewhat, not too much, or not
at all?

Great deal
Sonmewhat

Not too nuch
Not at al

DK/ No Qpi ni on
NA/ Ref used

O©oooprwWNPER

6. If the United States can identify the groups or nations responsible
for today's attacks, would you support or oppose taking nmilitary action
agai nst then?

1 Support

2 Oppose

8 DK/ No Opi ni on
9 NA/ Refused

***|F YES to Q6***
7. What if that meant getting into a war - in that case would you
support or oppose taking nmilitary action?

1 Support

2 Oppose

8 DK/ No Opi ni on
9 NA Refused

8. Apart fromthose responsible for today's attacks, would you support
or oppose the U S. taking mlitary action against countries that assist
or shelter terrorists?

1 Support

2 Oppose

8 DK/ No Opi ni on
9 NA/ Refused

9. How confident are you in the ability of the U S. governnment to find
and punish the people responsible for these attacks - are you very
confident, sonmewhat confident, not too confident, or not at al
confident?

1 Very confident

2 Sonmewhat confi dent

3 Not too confident

4 Not at all confident



8 DK/ No Opi ni on
9 NA/ Refused

10. Would you be willing to give up some of the liberties we have in
this country in order for the governnment to crack down on terrorism or
not ?

1 Wuld be willing

2 Wul d not be willing
8 DK/ No Opi ni on

9 NA Refused

11. Did you, personally, do any of the foll owi ng because of today’s
attacks:

a. Call or e-mamil a friend or relative in New York or Washington to see
how t hey were

b. Stay hone fromwork or |eave early

Watch or listen to broadcast news reports

Pray for the victins and their famlies

Change your daily plans or activities in any way

D Q0

1 Yes

2 No

8 DK/ No Opi ni on
9 NA/ Ref used

Now just a few nore questions to help classify your answers:

910. What is your age?
DK/ No api ni on 8888
NA/ Ref used 9999

913. Woul d you describe the area in which you live as a: (READ LI ST)

1 Large city

2 Suburb of a large city
3 Snmall town

4 O rural area
---DO NOT READ BELOW - -
8 DK/ No opi ni on

9 NA/ Refused

917. At present, are you yourself enployed part-tine or full-tine or
are you retired or sonething el se?

Enpl oyed part-tine
Enpl oyed full-tine
Unenpl oyed

Laid off

Retired

Full -ti me homemaker
St udent

NA/ Ref used

O~NO U, WNPEP



Are you of Hispanic origin or background?
"YES," ASK:) Are you Wite Hispanic or Black Hispanic?
"NO " ASK:) Are you white, black, or some other race?

—~~©
- — B

Wi te

Bl ack

VWi te Hispanic

Bl ack Hi spanic

Hi spanic (no race given)
Q her race

DK/ No Opi ni on

NA/ Ref used

OO UThWNE

*** AGK ONE OUT OF EVERY THREE RESPONDENTS* * *
920.1 May a reporter call you to talk about sonme of the things
we' ve been di scussi ng?

1 Yes

2 No (SKIP TO Q 921)

8 DK/ No opi ni on (SKIP TO Q 921)

9 NA Refused (SKIP TO Q 921)

920. 2 May | pl ease have your first nane, so the reporter wll

know who to ask for:
921. RECORD GENDER

1 Mal e
2 Fenmnl e

***END***
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