Knowledge Mapping the Structure of Ideologies

If we are involved in a struggle with a militant ideology, we
would do well to understand the structure of the reasoning that
the opposing ideology uses. This is a preliminary attempt to
characterize the contemporary militant jihad ideology.

The creation of modern jihad ideology

How Mawdudi and Qutb reinterpreted the concept of
“Jihad" and built the rationale in 1960s and early 70s
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Universal Jihad against the
modern jahiliyya
(ignorant barbarism)
Copyright ©2002 is required *

Jihad is the "revolutionary struggle to seize power
N o lar for the good of all humanity" and is "in the last
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Egyptian militant leader, writer
Qutb's thought

begins with thes

( central ideas

Any attempt to deny
sovereignty of God is
Jahiliyya (ignorant

"Humanity is living in a large brothel! One has only to
glance at 1ts press, films, fashion shows, beauty contests,
ballrooms, wine bars, and broadcasting stations! Or

barbari observe its lust for naked flesh, provocative postures, and
arbarism) sick suggestive statements in literature, the arts, and mass
therefoii media! And add to all this, the system of usury which

fuels man's voracity for money..." —Sayyid Qutb
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usurp God's rule) is Jahiliyyah
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Muslims must
revolt against the
secular culture

Nasser was therefore
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Colonialists. Zionists are all, like Nasser,
determined to wipe out Islam
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Secular so-called Muslim rulers (e.g.. Nasser)
had departed from God and God's law
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This modern Jahiliyyah (ignorant barbarism) is
worse than that at the time of the Prophet
because it is a principled rebellion against God
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Jihad (holy war) against
corrupt Muslim rulers is necessary

There can "only be toleration

and therefore



