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Making Content Comprehensible—
4.  Strategies
A.  Learning strategies help ELs comprehend, integrate, and retain new information.  Carefully designed lessons incorporate meta-cognitive (ways of monitoring our thinking—ex: self-questioning), cognitive (ways of organizing information—ex:  previewing a story or word-splash), and social-affective strategies (ways of enhancing learning—ex:  working with a partner or group discussions):

· Mentally active learners are better learners

· Strategies can be taught

· Learning strategies transfer to new tasks
· Discussing and doing make abstract concepts concrete

· Academic language learning is more effective with learning strategies

Continuum of Strategies:   Moving students to Independence:

	
	
	
	Student-Centered

	
	
	
	Rehearsal:

	
	
	
	Repeated Readings

	
	
	
	Selective Underlining

	
	
	
	Two-column notes

	
	
	
	Mental Imagery:

	
	
	
	Guided Imagery

	
	
	Peer-Assisted
	Creating Analogies

	
	
	Role Playing
	Organizational:

	
	
	Peer Tutoring
	Graphic Organizers

	
	Teacher-Assisted
	Reciprocal Teaching
	Outlining

	
	Drill and practice
	Cooperative Learning
	((((

	
	Discovery Learning
	((((
	

	Teacher-Centered
	Brainstorming
	(
	

	Lecture
	Discussion
	(
	

	Direct Instruction
	(((((
	
	

	Demonstration
	(
	
	

	Recitation
	(
	
	


A variety of strategies: Use at least one or two every day—

1. Mnemonics—using acronyms to memorize terms or concepts, ex:  HOMES –each letter stands for one of the Great Lakes

2. “I Wonder” Brainstorming about book, topic, theme—should be in the form of questions (who, what, when, what if, why…) or “I wonder if…”


3. GIST summarizing strategy—7 minutes:

3 minutes--After reading a passage or section of text, teacher and students underline or pick out 10 words and concepts that are “most important” to understanding text.  

1 minute--Write 10 words on the board.


3 minutes--Teacher and students write 1-2 summary statements using as many of the listed words as possible.   Could be partner work.  Post on board. 

2 minutes—Repeat process through subsequent text.  When finished, add a topic sentence to precede summary sentences—a summary paragraph! 
4. Make a Word Splash using the important words in a text:



5. Illustrate new learning on a poster including appropriate captions and details.

6. Create a poem, chant, song, or play demonstrating new learning. 

7. Graffiti Write represents students’ learning:

Each team has chart paper; each team member has a marker.  A topic or question is posed. At the start signal each person writes a personal comment about the topic or question on the chart paper—at the same time.  2 minutes.

When time is called, teams rotate to next table, read comments and add their own—may be same topic/question or another question or focus. 2 minutes.

Rotate again, either to another table or back to own table.  Post results.

B. Scaffolding Techniques:
1. Use think-alouds –say out loud what you are thinking as you try to use a strategy

2.  Construct a graphic organizer (T-list, Venn Diagram, etc.) depicting the highlights of a reading selection.

3.     Use Procedural scaffolding: 

 


      

Whole Class         Small Group         Partners       Independent Work

C.  Questioning Techniques:   Ask questions that 

promote critical and strategic thinking--

1. Use a Thinking Cube to generate at least 6 higher order thinking questions about text.

Ex:  How can you measure matter?

2. Use a Question Cube as a question starter to stimulate a variety of questions after a passage is read.  Roll the cube and one student asks the question—Who, What, When, Where, Why, How--another student answers.  

3. QAR (Question-Answer Relationships)—helps students distinguish between “Right here” (literal) questions, “Author and Me” (inferential), and “On My Own” (from experience) questions and know where to find the answers.

4. QtA (Questioning the Author)—this technique assists students in developing a deep comprehension of the reading material.
Adapted from “Making Content Comprehensible for English Language Learners”, Echevarria, Vogt, Short, 2nd Edition 2004

Compiled by the Bilingual and Compensatory Education Resource Team, Dearborn Public Schools, revised February 2005 (gold)




I wonder








matter		forms


changes		gas


solid		living things


liquid		space


states of matter	atoms








      changes 


                                          smallest





atoms	                                        all


    Matter


living things                               gas





	














