SSP 91 (Junior Honors Seminar)

Assignment 4: Looking at different methodologies (2/9/09)

Due: Feb. 23, 2009 (in two weeks)

Find at least two published papers/articles  relating to the topic you are currently thinking about  for your thesis, which represent  different methodological  approaches  to the topic according to the following taxonomy: philosophical, formal/mathematical, computational, experimental, and observational . Ideally, the papers should address closely related questions  (or even the same question), and should interest  you.  

Read the papers, and answer the following questions about each one.

1. What  is the basic information about  the paper (author/s, title, where published), and a brief summary of the question it addresses?

2. What  methodology(ies)  does the paper  employ, and what are the markers of this methodology?

3. What  research environment (e.g. university department   or research laboratory  name or type) is/are the author/s working in?

4. How does/do the paper's methodology(ies) constrain or determine the types of questions  the paper  addresses?

5. Imagine yourself doing the work that was involved.  What aspects of the paper's methodology(ies) appeal to you and what ones do not appeal to you? 

6.  Could the paper benefit  from the perspective of another methodology?  If so, how? If not, why not?

This assignment is worth 10 points (out of 100 for the quarter).  Doing a good job should require about 4 pages. 

