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Cruising	  and	  the	  Detroit	  Racial	  Divide	  
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Girls’	  Network	  
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AAVE	  (African	  American	  Vernacular	  English)	  

Where	  did	  it	  come	  from?	  

Two	  Hypotheses:	  

	  “Creolist”	  	  (e.g.	  John	  Rickford)	  

	  “Dialectologist”	  	  (e.g.	  Shana	  Poplack)	  



Features	  of	  AAVE:	  t/d	  dele1on	  
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Features	  of	  AAVE:	  s	  absence	  
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Features	  of	  AAVE:	  invariant	  BE	  
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Negative Concord in AAVE by SES and Gender 

male female 

It	  ain’t	  no	  cat	  can’t	  get	  in	  no	  coop.	  
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Rhotacization of finals 
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Beijing	  Manager	  Styles	  
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