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Communicative Trhumpns:
conversation asi a strategy: game

Sections 89, 157



Having the last word

Competition

s | Understand you, yeu dont understanad me:
— Shoenagon and ladanohu

s Venrand woemen — Shenagen and Yukinar
5 SEants and masters

Jhe rewarads



Boundaries

. Create and indicate difference
s Screens of state
= Visipility off the Impenal’ ceuple (cf sec 70)

. Correlate withr communication
s Being an “insider”
= Letters

... Are vulneranle te attack
= Okinomaro (sec. 8)



Communication

Speaking throeugh things (gifits, tokens)
x Plum; blossoms
5 SHOW o
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Communication as a game

ARl ecelegy’ eff meaning
ARl Utterance: Is'a move
AllFplayers; are' simultaneously’ Judges; toe

Stanadards; off reference: prior meves, the
ustial anadl expected moves, Ideals frem
fiction

The limits' of the game

s Grace and fiavor



Role play.

s Empress Sadakers ferced retirement

Intrusion; efi tragedy. Inte the: Werld of heautiiftl
surfaces?

s Sel Shenagon's exile fromi the: (exiled)
EMPrESS'S; court

s How! the' part ofi the neglected woemani sheula
e played (sec. 112, sec. 94)

s Aesthetic fatalism? Recegnitien of limits?



ransgressions

WHting as; an experment Withrbelunaaries,
With' ranks; Withrattenemy.

s Compare section 62: “A man snatches a
letter...”

s Section 54 I was mest vexed at the: ildea
that all these gentiemen had Been Sitng 1n
Jjudgment: on me: withouit my: knewiedge.*



fne: ale or Genyl, chapter 5.

Nakanekimi: “It's net geod manners o
ek at: private notes between Woemen."
“You really must let me: see them," said
PrnRce Nieu. “What might it be like; |
WoRder, a letter firom ene Weman: te

anether?”
Voyeursm?
Discovery of Individuality?



“I still regret”

Section 184: IS Neteheok o mine happenead
10 e lying on the mat, but | didinet netice It in
time: I spatched at the Boek... but the Captain
Instantly teek It efff With _im;..”

Section 185: “Everything| that I have seen and
felt Isi ncluded.... I'was careful tor keep my: heok
Ridden. BUL new. It has heceme public, WRIChIS
the last thing I expected.”



(My) e as;: (imy)) art

SEI SeNagen's role as nalrator

s fhe games off deschption, narration: (Risteny),
evaluation; all prescrined In CoUrtier's role

s AUtekiography: net prescribed i that rele
(Voulrr secial “score™ sheuldl sufifice fer that)

he beok as substituie for the hody
s [t goes where the fiemale hody can't go
= Regret and renewn



One judgment

“S0 We liave SellShenagen, Whe lefit this world,
pegueathing enly: her canefiree latughter anad
feady wit en that splendid paper she receivead
frony Empress leishi [=Sadake]. /e Fllow: BOoK
IS truly, and throughrand threugh, the legacy in
prese ofi a skilled performance.” IHeow: many. tears
Off bloed didi she shed oVer ItS Pages?— ne 6ne
can sneak a peekiinside the hamboeo: blinds of a

theusand years age.”

— Ogine Ayako (1991, cited in Edith Sarra,
FIctions; of Feminiaig/ (1999).



And anether

“Leaving out nething that Was charming, fiull of patnos;
Impressive; oK splendid, she wrote: ini minute detail’ anout
everything having to; de Wit the magnificent flowerng
that Wwas Empress Teishi’s reign, yet It seems she was
prudent ter the: peint that she: said nething at allfakeut the
IR Brought enr by the deathr o Michitaka analthe exile
Off Kerechika. Perhaps: Because she had lest her most
relialble patrons, she went ofif to; stay Inl the ceuntryside
WiIth: her Wet-nurse’s daughter. Someene glimpsed her
goIng out Inte the: fields to dry some Ssert of greens and
mutternng to herself: It's the figures wearing these court
feles | cannoet ferget.” She was Weanng a plain reke and
a headcleth ofi rags. Sersad! Tiruly, hew:she must have
longed fior the past.”

— Mumye.zesh/ (IThe netebeok witheut a name; ca. 1200),
cited 1n Sarra (1999)
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