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Zina Jawadi, Evan Feinberg, Trisha Kulkarni, Rachael Wallach, David Stentiford

Perspectives of Stanford Students with a Disability

In this class session, five Stanford students with disabilities will discuss how their 

disabilities have impacted their lives, the challenges they have faced, their 

academic goals, and the assistive technology they employ to be successful 

students.



Zina Jawadi

Zina Jawadi graduated this past June with a degree in Biology and is now a 

co-term student in Bioengineering. She has been involved with disability 

advocacy on campus through Power2ACT and the ASSU Executive Cabinet

and is currently involved with the Stanford Disability Initiative. Outside of 

Stanford, Zina is the president of the Hearing Loss Association of America, 

California State Association, an affiliate of the Hearing Loss Association of 

America, the largest nonprofit representing people with hearing loss in the 

US. Zina founded a disability awareness program at her high school, The 

Harker School, and previously researched and created a video about 

techniques for teaching mainstreamed students with hearing loss.

Play Video

http://stanford.edu/group/power2act
http://assu.stanford.edu/executive-cabinet
http://www.hearingloss.org/
http://www.hearingloss.org/
http://www.harker.org/
http://www.harker.org/
http://www.harker.org/
http://www.harker.org/
https://youtu.be/n-aB72CO7wg


Evan Feinberg

Evan Feinberg is a PhD Candidate at Stanford in Computational Biophysics. 

In his research, Evan works with Professor Vijay S. Pande on in silico

approaches for drug discovery. While he has struggled with chronic pain 

and compartment syndrome since his college days at Yale, Evan has felt 

empowered to advance the field of chronic pain management through his 

research on the µ Opioid Receptor. Most recently, he has been developing 

deep neural network architectures to identify lead molecules for developing 

new medicines.























Trisha Kulkarni

"I am a freshman at Stanford this year. At this point in time, I have not declared a 

major, but I am exploring my interest in Symbolic Systems, Management Science 

and Engineering, and Computer Science. When I was in middle school, I 

unexpectedly lost my vision to a retinal detachment and other complications 

with my eyes, but with the unwavering support of my family, friends, and 

educators, I have still been able to reach my personal and academic goals. 

Last summer I received a scholarship from the National Federation of the Blind

which has sparked my involvement in the organization. I am currently co-chair of 

the California Association of Blind Students fundraising committee as well as a 

proud member of the National Association of Blind Students. On the weekend of 

January 25th, I will be traveling to Washington DC for the NABS Leadership 

Summit and Washington Seminar where I will have the opportunity to learn 

about legislation surrounding people with disabilities and advocate for national 

educational reform to our US senators."

https://nfb.org/
http://lothlorien.nfbcal.org/cabs
http://nabslink.org/


Rachael Wallach

Rachael Wallach is a student in Stanford's Graduate School of Business and is 
the founder of Disrupt Disability, a social enterprise that has created the first 
modular wheelchair that a user can continually customize for function or fashion 
to their body, environment, and individual style. She started using a wheelchair 
when she was 18 years old, before she went to Cambridge University to study 
Philosophy. After graduating she pursued a fast track management training 
scheme in public administration. Rachael went on to commission health and 
social care services on behalf of UK Local Government and the National Health 
Service and lead central government program that built the capacity of health 
and social care not-for-profits and helped them win government service 
contracts. She has been an advisor to the UK Government’s Office for Disability 
Issues, was Vice Chair of Scope (the UK’s largest Disability Charity) and has 
served on the boards of the Social Care Institute for Excellence, Community 
Integrated Care (the UK’s largest not-for-profit social care provider) and was a 
founding trustee of the Global Disability Innovation Hub.

https://www.disruptdisability.org/






























David Stentiford

David Stentiford is a PhD Candidate in the Program in Modern Thought and 

Literature. His research is based in the interdisciplinary field of Environmental 

Humanities, and his dissertation examines contemporary discourses and 

practices related to ecological intervention, that is, the deliberate 

reorganization of Nature. David is an avid text-to-speech user.

























































Questions?



Adjourn

http://www.zazzle.com/class_dismissed_graduation_products_card-137205596649569520


Laptops Galore


