Carolyn Hack

IT in the Classroom

Week 1 Deliverable

a. Technology biography:  What I have learned about technology.

I have had experience with technology in two different ways:  personally, and in the classroom.   In my daily life, I word process and use email and the Internet.  I do not schedule my time, or do my finances, or keep my addresses using technology.  In that way, I am very “behind the times.”   It is not that I am afraid to learn how to use a Palm Pilot, I just don’t want to spend the time it takes to learn the skills.  Slowly, I am incorporating “trinkets” into my life, I know that they are popular for a reason and I am sure they can make parts of my life easier and more organized.    

In the classroom, however, I have been encouraged to use any form of appropriate technology in my math classes.  I have learned that this task is much more challenging than it seems.  There are many complications to using the computers and math software with a class full of high school students.  Patiently spending the time to teach the skills is most difficult.  Daily glitches with the technology are inevitable.  Distractions are tempting for the students.  Classroom management is different when using the computers.  There are plenty of things that make it almost seem “not worth it!”  Despite this reality, I do think that good software programs and the graphing calculator help students visualize, explore and problem solve.   So with that in mind, I am committed to figuring out my own way of incorporating IT into my math classroom.   Quality not quantity, really.

b. Inventory: Technology available to me.

Realistically, the school that I teach at will have access to technology.   In the past, I have either had laptop computers in my actual classroom or a computer lab with MACs at my disposal.  The ratio of students to computers is usually 1:1.  Students have computers at home and are familiar with word processing, and email.  My math classroom is likely to have a computer for the teacher, a projector, a screen, network access etc.  A digital camera, scanning devises are also tools that I will be able to use (so long as I learn how to work them!)   Availability does not seem to be the problem; however, productive use does.   

